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Basu interweaves strands of romance, medicine, and
history into a fascinating cross-cultural tapestry. When
he learns his beloved father is suffering from a virulant
form of syphilis, Portuguese doctor Antonio Maria turns
to Eastern medicine in order to find a cure. Traveling to
turn-of-the-century China to work with the renowned
Doctor Xu, he must immerse himself in Eastern
philosophy and master the principle of gi before
becoming privy to Xu’s secrets. Distracted by both the
Boxer Rebellion and the beautiful Fumi, he becomes
entangled in personalities and events that move far
beyond the arenas of science and medicine. Conjuring
up an exotic time and place, Basu provides a passport
into a vanished world.

— Margaret Flanagan
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